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(This leter iv being subimitred as an ex-parte conununication Re: In the Matter of Review of
Section 251 Unbundling Obligaiions of ncumbent Local Exchange Carriers and
finplemcntaiion of the Local Cawpetition Provisions in the Local Telecommunications Act of
1996, CC Docket No. 01-338, 96-98; 98-147)

February 12,2003

The Honorable Michael K Powell TR
lrederal Communications Cominissinn SRR AFONES. fﬂi“ﬂ
445 121h Streer SW ‘

Washington, XC 20554
Dear Chairman Powell.

As the FCC completes its Triennial Review of the Telecom Act of 1996, the future of local
phone competition 15 in serious jeopardy, while consumers and smell businesses arc left
treading in uncertain walers. On behalf of the James Madison Institute, I urge the Federal
Communications Commission (FC() to stand up for competition and support stare authorily
in the telccommunications indusiry, by enfercing the market opening provisions of the
Telecom Act

As you know. the Telecom Act of 1996 provided thar the Bell monopolies inust lease
capacity to competitors on their publicly subsidized networks. In states where the Unbundled
Metwork Element-Platform (UNE-P) has been atlowed to work, consumers have begun lo
reap the benefils of competilien — lower prices and be(ter service.

Itis our view that the FCC should not be changing the agreed upon bi-partisan rulesreflected
in the Telecom Act. nor should the Commission be considering usurping thic power ofstate
utility commissions to establish policies they beheve will result ina competitive landscape
for their residents  We believe that siate commissions arc in the bes( position o cnforce and
maimtain the UNEG-P requiremenis and uphold the Telecom Act, relative tu the individual
stalc’s telccommunications market. UNE-P s an essential instrument in stimulating
compelition in local phone service, and should be lauded, not abolished. If UNE-P were
climinaled at this point, the telecommunications industry would find itself in tunmoil and
canpelition would hccoinc non-cxistent.

The FCC should uphold the Teleconmmnications Act of 1996 by maintaining the UNE-P

component foi ke diiferent states | urge you to support the ideals of federalism and preserve
local phonc competihion ihwough the current UNE-P siracture.

Sincerely.

. S Al

Pcter Schorseh
Seniar Wriler and Policy Analyst
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